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Preparing for Returning Soldiers within Higher Education

In April, Professor Jay Martin, Principal Investigator for the Midwest Alliance, was a
speaker at a workshop at the Walter Reed Army Medical Caimed at identifying needs for



veterans with disabilities ensure their successful integration into postsecondary education. The

daylong event examined the types of support systems this shajagiation might require, as
well as appropriate academiatpwaysbased on relevant military experiences.

In a special issue dedicated to this topic,dbrnal ofPostsecondary Education and
Disability (JPED) recently spelled outhallenges for postsecondary education in meeting the

needs of theseoundedwaro r s, war ning that a fbpndsidé ect st or

unprepared institutions.

According toJPED, two pieces of recently passed legislation formithsis for this
storm. The Americans with Disabilities Act Amendmgist of 2008 (ADAAA) more broaly
interprets what constitutesdésability and who is considered disabled, expanding ADA
protection. The bill defines disability as any conditionfhahat er i al | 'y r est r i

ct sc

activity; ADA coverage now extendso 1 ndi vi dual sy vhhaov el paenr cfiei invpead r

that isexpected to last more than six months. The broader interpretagians that
psychological and cognitive disabilities in particular wwilbre likely qualify for ADA coverage
because t hsupstactial hmitdtiens teeaeral of the major bodily functions
enumer ated by Congress in the ADAAA. O

A second piece of legislation, the P8st1 Veterans Assistance Aaft 2008, provides
benefits to veteransemd af fiWervled Wartbetele.etn
known as the New @ill, gives individuals who have served on active duty since 9/11
educational benefits that can be applied to undergraduate, graddatecational schools as
well as technical training. Based on lengtfservice, the benefitver tuition and fees,
housing, booksielocation expenses, tutorial assistance and licensingeatification tests.

The return of hundreds of thousands of veterans from Afghanistaragnohakes it a
matter of when, not if, postsecondary instituianll feel the impact of this legislatiodPED
sources estimate thas many as two million veterans will take advantage of the New Gauiill
enroll in postsecondary education. The journal advises that thislaew population of
studentd many of whomare recently disablédwill further diversify campuses nationwide,
they also presersignificant compliance challenges in terms of accommodadimeymentation
and collaboration.

Professor Martin, who serves on the faculty of the UniversityistonsinMadison in
addition to his role with the Midwest Alliancleelieves STEM programs at higher education
institutions need to bespecially aware of what is happening because military training may
predispose returning veterans to pursue more technically fbedseational paths.

AThe situation i s very CcAonplikeddyghgstanosh ot e s

TSshins

Pro

institutions are not prepared for whatoés c¢omi

Much of the complexity relates to the estimated 25% of retunebtgrans who may have
hidden disaltities, such as post traumastress disorder, traumatic brain injuries and other
emotionaldisorders. Adequately supporting students with psychidisabilities will be
challenging for many institutions.

In her research, Dr. Kim Collins, a clinicadyzhologist andPsychological Disorders
Coordinator for the Midwest Alliance, findlsat the lack of awareness and understanding of
psychologicadisorders by faculty and peers can make navigating higher eduddtiounit for
many students, including \eans.

ABecause their disabil it isadent;aredryirtytodhile n,
responsibility when they miss class duoeside effects of medication or an exacerbation of their

ma



di sabilities, 0 Dr. Col lundamsentatkifyirsthis afiitide sorthat wi | |
veterans with hidden disabilitiesfeelu ppor t ed . 0

JPEDauthors point out that @mewness of their disabilities leavieese veterans with
almost no experience with self advocacy. Moreowemy veterans with dabilities will not self
identify as having disability or may respond negatively to disability languagelabels. Some
may be in denial of the impact of their injuries on tlaillity to read, write, concentrate, think
or learn and some may hawediagiosed cognitive disabilities.

Researchers fro@PED advise that even institutions with statethe art
accommodations will need to adjust their approach to veteranslwdhilities. For example,
vision- and hearingmpaired veterans wilhe new to thie disabilities and unfamiliar with Braille
or AmericanSign Language so will require other assistive technology apdfeonal assistance.

Documentation of veterans©6 wpgicalahbnndlsi t i es wi
Postsecondary institutioneauld work with both onand offcampus military support programs
to procure documentation a&ll as ease the transition to campus and civilian life.

As implementation of the New GI Bill gets underway, there is pre$sunestitutions to
quicklyenacfipr ograms t haprommoéeeehhteessvahyglJPEDuccess
has indicated thaop priorities for such programs include effective refer@snections to
other student veterans, facilitation of smoténsitions and coordination eérvices, elimination
of red tapefaculty and staff awareness training and provision of aesaf@onment. Having a
Acampus champi ono t lwetwsen theswveteran svitha digalilityartdthe er s o n
campus system also chelp bridge gaps.

Professor Martin believes there is no single approach that will Workll student
veterans.

AOur work at the Midwest Al | iohtmecrdicalhas gi ve
issues facing postsecondary students with disabifielsthe services they raggito be
successful , 0 hdei ssaabiidl .i tiiPessy cphrieasternitc some of t he

In his presentation at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Meitéd the
comprehensive strategies offered through the DisaBgources and Educati®ervices
(DRES) at the University of lllinoiat UrbanaChampaign as a model for other campuses to use
in addressinghe hidden disabilities of returning veterans. DRES integdité@sal psychology,
coaching, neuropsychological testing, individaatl goup therapy supports and other services
necessary to suppatudents with psychological disorders at the postsecondary level. (See
above.)

TheJournal of Postsecondary Education and Disabitityncluded itseport by saying
that t hi s A pventsfcauld actuaispioappuorunites by bringing disability rights
to the forefront. Ashey note, longerm individual and societal costs of not supporting
veterans are high, including lost productivity, reduced qualityegfhomelessness, doste
violence, strain on families and suicidut by meeting these challenges for veterans with
disabilities, allstudents with disabilities will benefit.

To read the articles in the special issue ofJilvgérnal ofPostsecondary Education and
Disability, visit ahead.org/uploads/dopst/journals/JPED%2022_1%20Complete%20Issue.pdf



The lllinois Model: Specialized Supports for Students with Psychiatric
Disabilities

Disability Resources and Education Services (DRES) at the Univefsltiyois provide
comprehensive support to students with psychidisabilities including seladvocacy training,
organizational sociakills training seminars, neuropsychological testing andaorene
coaching. Psychological support services include individual ang¢jnerapy, crisis
management and consultation. Students requiring mtaesive therapy are referred to other
campus programs @rofessionals in the community. Academic consultation, screening and
referral are offered to all students who experiencécdity with their coursework and suspect a
cognitive or psychiatric disability. laddition, DRES has a licensed clinical psychologist on staff
who coordinates services between other mental health agencies, idemidissrves students
with comorbid comlitions and coordinates acaderaccommodations for students with
psychiatric disabilities.

Prepost performance data from a sample of 519 students who wagnificant
academic peril and who self referred to DRES showntipact of this integrated appach:

Before Services After Services

AAverage GPA of 2.65 AAverage GPA of 3.33 after three
semesters

A43% of the students had experienced one to A1% experienced one to

twelvewithdrawabk two withdrawals

A42% had been on academic patibn between ANone of the students

one and eleven times went on academic probation

A26% of students had been dropped ANone dropped

by their collegebetween one and four times

Finally, of those students who have been enrolled at llliimoia sufficient time to
graduate, 97% obtained their bachelors, maddr®)., JD or DVM degreésa strong testament
to the effectiveness dffie Illinois model.
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Pl 6s Corner

Recently | had the opportunity to visit the Walter Reed Army Medeslter in
Washington, DC and participate in two ety workshops. Therst workshop focused on
soldiers with disabilities and opportunitiespostsecondary education. The second workshop
was cal |l etdnhef Caormeb aftorAmputee. 06 | was inandted to
Mary Goldberg of the Department of Rehabilitatteience andechnology at the University of
Pittsburgh, for which | am gratefurlhe members of the Midwest Alliance have always had a
strong interesin working with veterans with disabilities, and these workshops wleegly to be
instrumental in undstanding the Army view of the stadé postsecondary education and
opportunities for veterans witfisabilities.

Our cover story recaps this experience as well as related inforrpa¢isented in the
Summer 2009 special edition of theurnal ofPostsecodary Education and Disabilitywhich
focused on veterans withsabilities and postsecondary education. We also lowiteatentions
in place at the University of lllinois for students wtkychiatric disabilities and their effects on
retention andyradwation. The lllinois Model has had an extraordinary impacitadent success
and can be of great assistance for veteransdigtbilities in postsecondary education.

The article about outreach [KCygordBatog gign&8s ef ani
hopeful changes on the horizon for students @igfabilities in European universities. That
campuses near and far averking together to address challenges will help make these needed
changes happen fasdeand that benefits everyone.

Of course, we contire to offer support and servicesstadents closer to home as well. |
hope youdl | t akhetwo students prajiledrinethasdssua Wwho axemplify our
work.

If you have any questions about these or other stories in the Milwglstrer, pleae
contact us. We truly appreciate yonterest.

Sincerely,

Jay K. Martin
Principal Investigator



Midwest i Making a Difference in Europe




Greg Stefanich resened research and information about supsbutiegts with disabilities in
STEM at several European conferences.

Duringthe past year, the Midwest Alliance has contributed to European eéforts
improve educational opportunities and the quality of life for individuals with disabilities.
Although nodirect project funds have been expended in the course of these collaborations, the
Alliance has provided support through presentations, dialogue and sharing of resources.
The European Union recently enacted the European Union Disability Pae2@P1 1whch
contains a commitment to a coordinated and sustainable disability policy with clear and
measurabl e obj ect i v &b and Midmber $tates will comnat toadvanteh a t
the rights of persons with disabilities in all areas ofdifel all EUand national legislations and
initiatives. o0 Their goals include:

e Equal access and opportunitiesnfucation;
Equal access and treatmenemployment;
e Equal opportunities isocial protectionsocial securitysystems andocial services
including pesonal assistance and personal budgets when moving to another EU;country
e Independent living and equal participation with the choiceoefal services of high
quality;
e Access tgoodsandservicestransportandbuilt environmentl

In September 2009Jidwest Alliance Education Coordinator Greg Stefanich received an
invitation to present a paper at tHé Biternational Conference on Education for All held in
Warsaw, Poland. He presented a paper tltleiversal Design for Learning in Scienaghich
addessed curricular and instructional adaptations related to the teaching of science to students
with disabilities. Conference attendees received a CD containing two books which were
developed for Midwest; a CD containing information about adaptive suppdjegament and




software; and links to websites containing information about students with disabilities and STEM
education.

Participation in this meeting led &minvitation for Stefanich to share his expertise in
Slovenia and Croatithis springwhere headdressed two audiences. His presentation of his paper
titled Students with Disabilitieslow to Overcome Obstaclas a oneday roundtable conference
hosted by the Faculty of Economics at the University of Ljubljana addressed educational and
economic bendk that occur when individuals with disabilities are given access to and
participation within the greater society. A second presentdtiggroving Learner Engagement
through Universal Desigrtargeted faculty, department heads and student service parabnn
the university. Discussion focused on legal elements, acquisition of financial support for both
materials and services and implementation strategieslip &d postsecondary education in the
United States.

Subsequently, a presentation titMtbrking with Individuals: Empowerment Through an
Inclusive Approachvas delivered to faculty and students in the Department of Social Work at
the University of Zagreb in Croatia. Participants included college professors, direct service
providers to students witmotor and/or sensory impairments and university students preparing to
be social workers. A second session at the university was held with the Association of Young
Persons with Disabilities, a group of young professionals with disabilities and othestieter
individuals that is pursuing improved opportunities for persons with disabilities in Croatia.
There was a great deal of interest in the activities of the Midwest Alliance and the challenges
with creating a more equitable society for all. The commithof the European community,
reflectedbt he Di sability Pactés objectives, signal
the immediate future.

Editorial

Protecting Individual Privacy in an Age of Accountability

By Christine PribbenowRh.D.

My role as external evaluator for the Midwest Alliance poses songgeie professional
challenges that have forced me to look deepertirgqrinciples and laws | use to maintain
parti ci pant sconfidemiality. yhamethodsa uselwhdellecting, analyzing and
reporting data (formative evaluation) and collecting final outcomeasures at the end of a grant
(summative evaluation) often creatd & | e mma : How do | protect an i



while reporting enough informaticto improve programs and ensure fundskseieg used
effectively?

Working with Midwest staff, | have learned that people wliabilities are repeatedly
asked to share very personal informatiomget needed services and accommodations. Some of
this information isprotected when provided in a medical setting (HIPAA) or whemitheidual
is attending an educational institution (FERPA). DataMhdtvest participants provide in these
settings are, of course, privated unavailable to me as an evaluatartfien ask for more
information, or even duplicate information, can be taxing fandividual. Yet, | often need this
information to determine if thmtended outcomes of the grant are being met.

Ultimately, | strive to collect enough information to beneficial,but not so much to
i nvade someone6s pr i vparcoyf.e sTsoi odnoa It hoirsg,a nli zfaotliloon
such afkespect foPeople whi ch states fAEval uat oselsworthes pect
of the respondents, progrararficipants, clients, another stakeholders with whom they
interact. o | alpsotwcolsto bBVWMatd i nsyo nréess elanrscthi t ut i onal
Human SubjecResearch and ensure that participants read and agree to thaspajcs of
informed camsent. Participants are then aware that | sgfllort data in aggregate form and not
provide information thaidentifies any individual participant. The evaluations | conduct are
voluntary and participants can withdraw at any time. Lastly, they kaavham and how | will
report my evaluation results.

When asked to report information, | simply refer to these princgiidsmandates to
ensure | maintain respect for individual participaartd that my evaluation is respectful of the
individuals who agree tparticipate.

Dr. Pribbenow received her Ph.D. from the Department of Educatiogediership and Policy
Analysis at the University of WiscorisMadison.Her research includes higher education policy
analysis, the alignmemif P-16 systems, assessing teaghand learning at the undergraduate
and graduate levels, student development in higher educatioassedsment of climate in
postsecondary institutions.




Making a Difference

Brad Wing Noah Yosif

The Midwest Alliance Mentorship Program matches mentors whoodiegye or
university students or alumni with disabilities with hgghool or undeclared collegevel
mentees who have similar intereatal backgrounds. Fate-face or Internet dis@sions focus
on selfadvocacy, transitioning to higher education, academic accommodatidrstudy skills.

The Allianceds I nternship Pr agteehmcalsupport s
college and university undergraduate and gradstatents who wgh to pursue STEM or social
science learningxperiences or internships at enrichment camps, businessessaarth
facilities. Interns learn redife skills, interact withscientists and professionals and gain practical
experience in the fields of thiaihoice.

Meet two highschootaged participants who are using these progtarhglp define their
postsecondary and career goals in STEM:

Brad Wing, a junior at Verona High School in Verona, WI, came td/ikdevest Alliance
hoping to gain work experiea@and more familiarityvith a STEM field. His interest in
kinesiology led to an internshypith Tim Gattenby, Adapted Physical Education Coordinator at
the University of WisconsisfMadison.

Brad worked with Tim and his students during their Adapted Fimed$ersonal
Training class last spring. As part of the class, Beadhed how to use exercise to help students
and community membeestablish healthier lifestyles and improve activities of daily livite.



plans to continue his internship this summerking with a similarclass offered by the Harbor
Athletic Group in Middleton, WI.

Through Midwest, Brad was encouraged to apply for the 9th AMdisadonsin Youth
Leadership Forum. He was recently accepted and wdtteading the camp, which will take
place this summer at EdgewoGdllege in Madison.

Noah Yosif is a high school sophomore who lives near Chicagosuasher, Noah
attended AExploration ByIiDReweisgn :AlHavanStewfst i Wor
that delves into the inner working$ everyday objects. Inspired by this experience, he applied
for theMidwest Alliance internship program.

Noahodés first internship was WilowGOreeka t echni c
Church in South Barrington, IL, where he received haaddrainirg for all the technical
aspects used in producing servidés.followed this with a second internship with Northwestern
Universitydés Civic Servi ce EdolcGitytoexplorelrowo | ect ,
social justice impacts our judicial system.

The Midwest Alliance has been a conduit for rewarding STrEMtedwork experiences
that have helped Noah focus his goals for the futdiees currently completing his first
mentorship with a Midwesklliance mentor and plans to major in political s@erfollowing
graduation from high school.

Mark Your Calendar!

Join the Midwest Alliance for informative programs for studgmasents and academic
personnel and other opportunities benefishgdents with disahiies. Click on the links below
for moreinformation.

World Environment Day
June 5, 2010
More information: un.org/depts/dhl/environment/

2010 Future Problem Solving International Conference
June 913, 2010

University of WisconsirLa Crosse

La Crosse, WI

More information: wisfps.org

Preparing Youth for the Workplace

June 11, 2010

Milwaukee Center for Independence

Milwaukee, WI

More information: drop.io/Transition_ CESA1l/asset/prepasiagth-for-
theworkplacejune-11 or (414) 9372032



Advanced Placemeéisummer Institute

June 2125, 2010

University of WisconsirMadison

Madison, WI

More information: dcs.wisc.edu/summer/ARImmer10.pdf

Wisconsin Community of Practice on Transition Meeting

June 24, 2010

Madison Area Technical College

More information: wstorg/meeting.reg.form.php?meeting_id=83

World Affairs Seminar for High School Students
June 26July 2, 2010

Carroll University

Waukesha, WI

More information: worldaffairsseminar.org

Exploration by Design: How Stuff Works
Session 1

July 20 22, 2010

University of lllinois at UrbanaChampaign
More information: stemmidwest.org

Twentieth Anniversary of Americans with Disabilities Act
July 26, 2010

More information: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Americans_with_Disabilities_Act_of 1990

Exploration by Design: How 8ff Works
Session 2

July 27 29, 2010

University of WisconsirfMadison
Madison, WI

More information: stemmidwest.org

Exploration by Design: How CAD Works
August 913, 2010

University of WisconsirfMadison
Madison, WI

More information: stemmidwest.org

For mae events, visit stemmidwest.org/ default.asp?contentiD=479.




Beyond the classroom
Enrichment and Learning Opportunities

for Students, Parents and Faculty

Opportunities for Students

Teen WorkStudy Opportunities

Shedd Aquarium

Chicago, IL

Applicants should possess or want to develop strong communisétisnand a connection to
Shedddés col | ect i othedasiredto woik g a feamrenviroamedt interacting

with the publicMust be age 15 or older @rcurrently enrolled in high school. Moirdormation:
sheddaquarium.org/2902.html#ixzzOnpQg2MjE

Engineering Robotics Challenge

High School Students

University of lllinois Extension

Breese, IL

June 1213, 2010

Students learn about engineering while cartding and programminglaasic robot using Lego
Kits and Software, then finish with a challergguirse to test new skills.More information:
Stephanie Richter, srichter@illinois.edu or (2%2%-4551;
web.extension.illinois.edu/state/calendar_event.cfm?veb5216

Astro-Science Workshop (ASW)

Adler Planetarium

Chicago, IL

July 5July 23, 2010

A challenging program for Chicaggrea high school students who haeenonstrated
exceptional interest and aptitude in science. ASMdents construct, launch, traakd recover
experiments using a higgidtitude balloon that soars up to 20 miles above the Earth! Students
learn astronomy, physics, atmospheric science and electronibsimdson setting, and
participate in guest lectures from not@stronomers and sitists. More information:
adlerplanetarium.org/ education/asw/apply.shtml

NIU STEM Career Investigations
Northern lllinois University
DeKalb, IL

July 1316, 2010



High school campers choose two areas of science or engineeinwggbgate in NIU
laboravries. Topics include electroniad)emistry, biology, renewable energy and robotics.
Additional timespent meeting scientists and engineers and learning about STEM career
opportunities.More information: Mark Pietrowski, pietrowski@niu.ed(B8&5)7531456
niu.edu/clasep/camps/STEM/index.shtml

Professional Development and Training Opportunities for Faculty andOthers

Gray Wolf, Gray Matter Teacher Workshop

Trees for Tomorrow

Eagle River, WI

July 1921, 2010

Trees for Tomorrow partners with the Interoatl Wolf Center tgrovide educators
information, ideas and inspiration to teach abwoives in any setting. More
information:wolf.org/wolves/experience/programs/programs.asp?program_id=929

17th Annual Stat&Vide Institute on Best PracticasInclusiveEducation

Wisconsin Department of Public Instructiand the Inclusion Institute

Westwood Conference Center

Wausau, WI

July 2628, 2010

Best practices in inclusion, Universal Design for learning, literacjyding students with
AD/HD and executive funain disorderjnclusive staffing and service delivery models, autism,
accessiblecience instruction, math standards for all, challenging behavioseandupports.
More information: beloinandbrandl.com/files/17th_Annual_Brochure.pdf

Courses for Middler High School Math or Sciences@ichers

Learning through Doing Science:Engaging and Assessing Students thr&agige of Scientific
Practices

Free SixWeek Online Professional Development Module

Starts June 16, 2010

Activities focus on engaging studeiriskey science conceptsiyd oi ngo sci enc e,
developing and teaching lessons focusedifiarent scientific practices, critical sekflection

using videaand classroom artifacts and participating in online discussions atougcting

theory anl practice. 6 CEUs (30 CPDUSs). More information:illinoiseducator.illinois.edu/catalog/
courses.asp

Calculator I: Introduction to the Graphing

Calculator Using the T84 Plus

Free FouWeek Online Professional Development Module

Starts June 16, 2010

Introduction to the graphing calculator; includes elemenmtaajhematics operations, capturing a
picture and placing it in a womgrocessor, collecting and displaying data in lists, finding points






